
 
October 29, 2025 
 
Martha Clark Mettler 
Assistant Commissioner, Office of Water Quality 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
100 North Senate Avenue, 12th Floor 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
RE:      Northern Indiana Public Service Company 

R. M. Schahfer Generating Station  
NPDES Permit No. IN 0053201 

Notice of Planned Participation under 40 CFR 423 
 
 
Dear Ms. Clark Mettler: 

 
This letter serves as Notice of Planned Participation under 40 CFR 423 – Effluent Limitations 
Guidelines (ELG) for the Electric Power Generating Point Source Category. Under the 
Reporting and Recordkeeping Requirements of 40 CFR 423.19(h), Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company, LLC (NIPSCO) is hereby notifying the permitting authority that absent a 
directive to remain open, NIPSCO plans to cease combustion at Units 17 and 18 at the R. M. 
Schahfer Generating Station by December 31, 2025, and qualify for the reduced requirements 
for combustion residual leachate (CRL) under the ELG Rule. This notice includes the following 
information, in accordance with 40 CFR 423.19(h)(2) – i.e., the 2034 subcategory: 
 
Electric generating units intended to achieve the permanent cessation of coal 
combustion: 
 
RESPONSE: Units 17 and 18 at NIPSCO's R. M. Schahfer Generating Station. 
 
Expected date that each electric generating unit is projected to achieve permanent 
cessation of coal combustion: 

 
RESPONSE: Absent a directive to remain open, NIPSCO remains on track to cease coal 
combustion at Schahfer’s remaining two coal units by December 31, 2025. 

Whether the date above represents a retirement or a fuel conversion: 
 
RESPONSE: Retirement 

 
Whether each retirement or fuel conversion has been approved by a regulatory body: 

 
RESPONSE: On January 31, 2023, NIPSCO filed an Attachment Y Suspension Notice with the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) indicating retirement of Units 17 and 18 at 
R. M. Schahfer Generating Station by December 31, 2025. On February 3, 2023, MISO 
approved the Attachment Y Suspension Notice. This documentation is enclosed with this letter. 

 

 

 



 
What the relevant regulatory body is: 
 
RESPONSE: Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO). 

 
Include a copy of the most recent integrated resource plan for which the applicable state 
agency approved the retirement or repowering of the unit subject to the ELGs: 

 
RESPONSE: In Indiana, utilities are required to submit Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs) to 
the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission (IURC) every 3 years. While IRPs are submitted to 
the IURC as part of a legislative process, they are not regulatory filings where formal "approval" 
is granted. NIPSCO's 2024 IRP documents the planned retirement of Schahfer Units 17 and 18 
by December 31, 2025.  

 
Please see NIPSCO's 2024 IRP here: 

 

https://www.nipsco.com/docs/librariesprovider11/rates-and-tariffs/irp/nipsco_2024-irp.pdf 

 
Certification of electric generating unit (EGU) cessation under 40 CFR 257.103(b) or other 
documentation supporting that the EGU will permanently cease the combustion of coal 
by December 31, 2034: 
 
RESPONSE: Please see the enclosed Demonstration of Site-Specific Alternative Deadline to 
Initiate Closure of CCR Surface lmpoundment Due to Permanent Cessation of Coal-Fired 
Boilers by a Date Certain Addendum 2 cover letter. Please also see the associated Addendum 
2 report, filed with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to §257.103(f)(2) here: 

 

https://www.nipsco.com/docs/librariesprovider11/rates-and-tariffs/ccr/r.m.-schahfer/r.m.-
schahfer-generating-station-groundwater-moniitoring-and-corrective-action/rm-schahfer-
generating-station-wda-part-a-addendum-2-summer-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=d2e31151_3 
 

Timeline to achieve the permanent cessation of coal combustion (include interim 
milestones and the projected dates of completion): 

 
RESPONSE:  
 

January 31, 2023 Attachment Y Suspension Notice Submitted to MISO 

February 3, 2023 Attachment Y Suspension Notice Approved by MISO 

June 22, 2023 Submittal of Notice of Planned Participation under 40 CFR 423.19(g) 

June 4, 2024 
Annual Progress Report Submitted to the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management (IDEM) 

October 29, 2025 
Annual Progress Report Submitted to the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management (IDEM) 

October 29, 2025 Submittal of Notice of Planned Participation under 40 CFR 423.19(h) 

December 31, 2025 
Absent a Directive to Remain Open, NIPSCO Remains On Track to 
Retire Schahfer’s Remaining Two Coal Units By This Date 

 

 

 

https://www.nipsco.com/docs/librariesprovider11/rates-and-tariffs/irp/nipsco_2024-irp.pdf


 
Certification Statement that the facility is in compliance the applicable limitations or 
standards for FGD wastewater in 423.13(g) or (g)(2)(ii) or (iii) or 423.16(e)(1) or (2): 

 

RESPONSE: NIPSCO is in compliance with all applicable limitations for FGD wastewater. 

 

Certification Statement that the facility is in compliance the applicable limitations or 
standards for bottom ash transport water in 423.13(k)(1) or (k)(2)(i) or (iii) or 423.16(g)(1) 
or (2): 

 

RESPONSE: NIPSCO is in compliance with all applicable limitations for bottom ash transport 
water. 

 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at (219) 741- 
6742 or via email at sholcomb@nisource.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Stephen Holcomb 
 
Stephen Holcomb 
Director, Environmental Policy and Sustainability 
 
cc:  
Scott Ireland, Director, U.S. EPA Region 5 Water Division 
Paul Higginbotham, Deputy Assistant Commissioner, IDEM Office of Water Quality 
 
Enclosures:  
Attachment Y Suspension Notice 
MISO’s Approval of Attachment Y Suspension Notice 
R. M. Schahfer Generating Station Demonstration Addendum Cover Letter Summer 2022 
 
 

mailto:sholcomb@nisource.com


















 

 

August 16, 2022 

Submitted via email  

 

Mr. Michael Regan, Administrator US EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Mail Code 5304-P 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
 
Re: Northern Indiana Public Service Company LLC 
 RM Schahfer Generating Station, Wheatfield, IN 
 Demonstration – Addendum 2, Pursuant to 40 CFR Part 257.103(f)(2) 
 
Dear Administrator Regan: 

Northern Indiana Public Service Company LLC (NIPSCO LLC) is providing the enclosed Demonstration of 
Site-Specific Alternative Deadline to Initiate Closure of CCR Surface Impoundment Due to Permanent 
Cessation of Coal-Fired Boilers by a Date Certain Addendum 2 (Demonstration Addendum 2) for 
approval by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA).  Approval of NIPSCO LLC’s 
257.103(f)(2) Demonstration by the US EPA will allow NIPSCO LLC to continue use of the Waste Disposal 
Area ash pond (WDA) in operation at the RM Schahfer Generating Station located in Wheatfield, IN 
(RMSGS, Site), after April 11, 20221.  This approximately 80-acre pond will complete closure no later 
than October 17, 2028, as provided in the enclosed Demonstration Addendum #2. 
 
This Demonstration Addendum 2, provides a new date of permanent cessation of coal-fired boilers at 
the RMSGS and NIPSCO’s continued commitment to cease operation and complete closure the WDA no 
later than October 17, 2028, as stipulated in 257.103(f)(2)(iv)(B). Furthermore, to meet the 
requirements of 40 CFR § 257.103(f)(2), Demonstration Addendum 2 supplies information updated since 
November 2020 (i.e., the date Demonstration Addendum 1 was prepared) with respect to groundwater 
monitoring and corrective action activities at RMSGS. 

As explained and justified herein, cessation of coal-fired generation at RMSGS will now be December 31, 
2025, providing nearly three years to a) complete boiler shutdown processes, some of which are 
expected to generate significant volumes of CCR and non-CCR waste streams, b) reduce and/or 
eliminate other ongoing influent streams, c) optimize the closure plan and gain regulatory agency 
approval for the WDA closure approach, and d) complete closure construction. Following cease receipt 



of WDA waste streams (Q2 2026), NIPSCO estimates a timeframe of approximately two and a half years 
to achieve final closure of the WDA including the professional engineer’s certification, thereby achieving 
final closure by September 17, 2028, and meeting the 40 CFR § 257.103(f)(2) deadline of October 17, 
2028.  

This Demonstration Addendum 2 in combination with Demonstration (Golder, October 2020) and 
Demonstration Addendum 1 (Golder, November 2020) meet the requirements of 40 CFR § 257.103(f)(2). 

Following US EPA guidance, the enclosed Demonstration Addendum 2 was submitted via email to 
Richard Huggins, Frank Behan, Kirsten Hillyer and Lydia Anderson.  I may be contacted at (219) 680-8628 
or mturman@nisource.com with questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

Maureen Turman 
Maureen Turman 
NiSource Director Environmental Policy and Sustainability 

Enclosure 

CC: Richard Huggins, US EPA 
 Frank Behan, US EPA 
 Kirsten Hillyer, US EPA 
 Lydia Anderson, USEPA 
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